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Optimism abounds for the Lamorinda girls tennis teams

By Jon Kingdon

If there is one thing that all of
the tennis teams can agree on,
it’s that it’s nice not to have to
find a time to practice early or
late when it’s not 114 degrees.
Talent and character abound
with all of the teams, and each
are pointing to making it to
the North Coast Sectional
Tournament this year.
Miramonte

Coming off a very success-
ful season where they made it
to the NCS championship, ulti-
mately losing 4-3, head coach
Riki Sorenson is excited about
the prospects for this year’s
team already having defeated
Foothill, the fourth-place fin-
isher last year, 8-1 and Bishop
O’Dowd 7-2.

“It is too early to know a
lot about our team, but I've
learned that a good chunk of
our girls invested a lot of time
in their games from last sea-
son until now,” Sorenson said.
“We have a number of girls
that played all year round and
it showed at the tryouts where
they played that much better
than last season. It’s a good
core group that can play both
singles and doubles.”

Caitlin Chan who played
number three as a freshman
last year is now the lead sin-
gles player. “Caitlin has really
made extraordinary improve-
ment from last year,” Soren-
son said. “Her strength had
been consistency, but she has
become more powerful in her
serving and ground strokes
and has already had two big
wins over the top players at
Carondelet and Piedmont.”

With the loss of last year’s
No. 2 player, Soleil Skjorsham-
mer, who transferred to an-
other school, it’s created op-
portunities for many of the 17
players on the roster. Already
set as singles players are Mad-
die Silveira, and co-captains
Nicole Hui and Nicole Guo.
“Everybody is out there work-
ing hard, and our goal is to get
more of our girls able to play

both singles and doubles and
they’ve been pretty good
about doing that,” Sorenson
said. “Charlotte Weston, Jes-
sica Hui and Emily Suh are all
playing well.”

Sorenson is looking for
improvement with her dou-
bles teams. “Our goal this year
is to get stronger in doubles as
we have been so strong in sin-
gles the last two years,”
Sorenson said. “Co-captain Ali
Rhee and Aurdrey Kosla are
just a really potent partner-
ship. This is the fun time of the
year in that we are trying all
types of partnerships. Our
only freshman, Maddie Essner,
has already played in two of
our matches and has looked
very good.”

Sorenson is confident in
the team’s ultimate perfor-
mance though she does qual-
ify it a tad. “It all depends how
things shake out, but we are
very strong and very deep
with a good core group that
plays singles and doubles,”
Sorenson said. “Our advantage
over last year is our depth in
terms of having quality play-
ers up and down the line. If all
goes well, we should be in the
top two in the league, hope-
fully winning the league, be-
ing one of the top five seeds
for the NCS and making a deep
run in the tournament.”
Campolindo

Campolindo has started
off strong with victories over
College Park, Bishop O’Dowd,
and San Ramon Valley, only
losing to Davis High School
“on a really hot day.”

Head coach Sunan
Faulkner appreciates the
character of the team. “We
are really gelling together,”
Faulkner said, “This is a good
group to work with and we
have four very good senior
captains, Dilara Basegmez,
Jamie Kelly, Alyssa Muller, and
Caroline Obsitnik.”

The strength of the singles
players is the depth that
reaches down to the sixth
player. “Our lead singles
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player is Sophia Raldugina-
Zhuy, No. 2 is Basegmez and
No. 3 is a sophomore Summer
Chang,” Faulkner said “Sophia
is a player that will elevate her
game against the better play-
ers and has the ability to wear
down her opponents and in
one case, led her opponent to
retire. All three are very com-
petitive and are going to be
facing a lot of tough
opponents.”

Playing fourth singles is
sophomore Rebecca Tanner,
fifth is Caroline Obsitnik, and
freshman Madison Watkins is
sixth. “Our strength has al-
ways been our depth,”
Faulkner said. “Becca is in her
first year on the varsity, Caro-
line is the leader of this group
and Madison, ‘my little fresh-
man’ has shown that she can
really play. She has really
good fundamentals and her
ground strokes are great and
is really coachable. She just
needs more experience. I'm
expecting them all, as a group,
to do really well.”

The top doubles team
from last year graduated but
this still remains a strength for
Campolindo. “Our doubles
teams should do well against
any team,” Faulkner said.
“Nola Coane, who teamed with
her sister last year, is now
teamed with Annie Cooper as
our No. 1 team. They are a
very strong pair that are
gelling well. Our No. 2 team is
Alyssa Muller and Jamie Kelly
who are best friends and re-
ally enjoy playing together.
Our third doubles pair, Eva
Canales and Clara Hwang,
have also played very well.”

Faulkner has a strategy to
keep the team fresh. “I make
sure that they warm up with
somebody different every day
to prevent them from only
practicing with people that
they are comfortable with,
which avoids there being
cliques on the team,” Faulkner
said. “We also have a sister
program where the girls will
pair off and bring each other
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Miramonte’s Caitlin Chan

snacks at the matches to take
care of each other.”

To ensure the improve-
ment of the players, Faulkner,
and assistant coach (and the
boys varsity coach) Jimmy
Scott evaluate each player af-
ter their matches and deter-
mine which areas of their
games need to be addressed at
practice. “We will each do 15-
minute ‘mini clinics,” working
on the specific areas of their
game where they did not do
well in their match the very
next day.”

One last change Faulkner
has made has been to practice
on Friday. “I always thought it
was a good day for the girls to
take care of any personal
needs,” Faulkner said. “How-
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ever, I believe that taking Fri-
day, Saturday, and Sunday off
is too long of a break. It’s
turns out that everybody has
been embracing the Friday
practice and that’s been kind
of nice.”
Acalanes

There are two new co-
head coaches for Acalanes this
year - Joe Schottland and
Sharon Langtry — who have
worked well, complementing
each other. “As a social studies
teacher at Acalanes, I can deal
with the paperwork and 'm
used to dealing with teenage
girls,” Schottland said.

... continued on Page C2

Miramonte football game canceled after drive-by shooting at Skyline HS

By Jon Kingdon

After a 2-0 start, Miramonte
was looking forward to con-
tinuing their winning streak
against Skyline last Friday.
Unfortunately, there was a
drive-by shooting at Skyline
on Sept. 5 and they were more
than adamant in their desire
to cancel the game. According
to reports, no one was hurt
during the shooting and three
juveniles have been arrested.
“We called Skyline the day
of the shooting and they were
locked down," Miramonte
head coach Jack Schram said.
“They had canceled their
practices and at that point,
their coach said that they did
not think that they were going
to be able to play the game. At
that point, in talking with their
coach, I could tell that they
absolutely did not want to play
us. We talked again later in
the week and confirmed that
the game was going to be can-
celed and the next day, our

athletic director, Sean Hen-
nessey talked with Skyline’s
administrators and confirmed
that they did not want to play
the game.”

Hennessey was disap-
pointed at the cancellation but
understands why Skyline felt
it had to be done. “Starting
our season 2-0, we certainly
did not want to have a bye but
it’s an unfortunate situation
and the decision was made by
their staff to do what’s safe for
their student body,” Hen-
nessey said. “We feel the same
way and don’t want Skyline to
be in a bad situation over
there so that’s why the deci-
sion was made to cancel the
game.”

This was hardly the first
game that Schram has seen
canceled; those were due to a
major earthquake, 9/11 and
the pandemic. “It was unfor-
tunate that this game had to
be canceled because this
would have been a good game
for us which would have al-

lowed us to get a number of
our backups more playing

time,” Schram said. “Now,
we’re just preparing for our

next game against Pinole.”

Kelly Sopak Insurance Agcy Inc
Kelly Sopak, Agent

Insurance Lic#: 6006124

1 Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563

Mon-Thurs 9:00am to 5:00pm
Fridays 9:00am to 4:30pm
Evenings & Weekends by Appt
Hablamos Espafiol

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

I'm your one-stop shop for the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.”

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm” underwriting requirements.
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Surprisingly great rates
right around the corner.
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Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS
510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com
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REDWOOD FENCING

%‘%&u 925-938-9836
* Good Neighbor Fence

» Deer Fencing

* Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

» Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

ot Ken’s Rototilling
m— « 4 W/D Tractors
r « Hillside Weed Cutting
+ Mowing - Discing - Rototilling
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

WE HOP TO IT!
(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

$21 per 1/2" classified ad height. Email to:

classified@lamorindaweekly.com



